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Iron County Fair Board Cancels 2020 Fair Due to COVID-19 
 

[SAXON, WI] — The Iron County Fair Board announces the 2020 fair will be cancelled for July 31 
through Aug. 2, 2020. The unanimous decision was reached after the board heavily weighed the 
risks due to COVID-19 and other external factors as a result of the virus. 
 
“The board did not make this decision lightly, and understands that this comes as a great 
disappointment to the community,” said Cortney Ofstad, marketing coordinator. “However, the health 
and safety of our volunteers, exhibitors, judges, attendees and the community at large continues to 
be our number one priority.” 
 
Board president Tom Salzmann highlighted that securing enough masks, gloves and cleaning 
supplies for the three-day event proved to be nearly impossible, as well as maintaining social 
distancing on the grounds. 
 
“It has become clear that the fair organization cannot provide the material resources that would be 
necessary to supply all of the protective supplies (masks, gloves, etc.) that would be needed for fair 
goers, or the personnel needed to maintain social distance spacing and perform nearly constant 
cleaning throughout the fair facilities,” Salzmann said. “This situation is especially true for fair events 
that would draw very large crowds, like the carnival and popular band performances.” 
 
Other challenges played into the decision to cancel, including the uncertainty of securing a carnival 
through Earl’s Rides, of Weyauwega, Wis., due to their own concerns from the pandemic. 
 
“The fair has been a long-standing tradition for so many families, not only in Iron County but across 
the region,” Ofstad said. “We want to make sure that each and every fair meets not only our 
expectations as a board, but also lives up to the trust of our attendees each and every year. Earl’s 
Rides has been a wonderful partner to the Iron County Fair over the years, and we wish them the best 
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as they also face their own unique challenges due to this virus. We look forward to working with 
them in 2021 and well into the future.” 
 
The board is looking towards planning an event at the fairgrounds sometime this fall, if the health 
climate will allow. While nothing is set in stone, the board is hopeful that the grounds will be used 
sometime this year.  
 
“Our hope is to host something this year, as it will be great to have something to look forward to,” 
Ofstad said. “However, it will be based on the health and safety of everyone involved. While we know 
that it won’t compare to the fair as a whole, we hope that whatever is planned will bring light after 
such a dark time.” 
 
While the fair might be canceled for 2020, the board is turning its focus towards capital 
improvement projects across the fairgrounds including the completion of the cattle barn concrete 
floor, leveling the grandstands, widening the west Commercial Building doors, and upgrading 
electrical systems. This year would have been the 93rd annual fair, but the board hopes to bounce 
back stronger in 2021. 
 
“We appreciate everyone who has helped make this fair successful year after year,” Ofstad said. 
“This is something no one expected to happen to anyone, but we are thankful to the community for 
their continued support.” 
 
Next year’s fair is set for Aug. 5-8, 2021. 
 
“As you might expect, this was a fair difficult decision for the board members to make and is a 
disappointment to all of them,” Salzmann said. “None of them would be dedicating the amount of 
time and elbow grease to present the annual fair that they do without feeling that way, but protection 
of public health and safety has to be the primary objective for all of us in these times. 
 
“The board thanks all of you for your patience as we worked through the process of deciding what to 
do about the 2020 fair, and we assure you that we intend to bring the fair back in 2021, better than 
ever.” 
 
More information on the Iron County Fair can be found at ironcountyfairwi.net or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/Ironcountyfairwisconsin/. 
 

### 


